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50 CFR Ch. VI (10–1–13 Edition) § 660.720 

(f) The permit holder, vessel oper-
ator, and crew must cooperate with the 
observer in the performance of the ob-
server’s duties, including: 

(1) Allowing for the embarking and 
debarking of the observer. 

(2) Allowing the observer access to 
all areas of the vessel necessary to con-
duct observer duties. 

(3) Allowing the observer access to 
communications equipment and navi-
gation equipment as necessary to per-
form observer duties. 

(4) Allowing the observer access to 
VMS units to verify operation, obtain 
data, and use the communication capa-
bilities of the units for official pur-
poses. 

(5) Providing accurate vessel loca-
tions by latitude and longitude or 
loran coordinates, upon request by the 
observer. 

(6) Providing sea turtle, marine 
mammal, or sea bird specimens as re-
quested. 

(7) Notifying the observer in a timely 
fashion when commercial fishing oper-
ations are to begin and end. 

(g) The permit holder, operator, and 
crew must comply with other terms 
and conditions to ensure the effective 
deployment and use of observers that 
the Regional Administrator imposes by 
written notice. 

(h) The permit holder must ensure 
that assigned observers are provided 
living quarters comparable to crew 
members and are provided the same 
meals, snacks, and amenities as are 
normally provided to other vessel per-
sonnel. 

§ 660.720 Interim protection for sea 
turtles. 

(a) Until the effective date of 
§§ 660.707 and 660.712 (d) and (e), it is un-
lawful for any person who is not oper-
ating under a Hawaii longline limited 
access permit under § 660.21(b) to do 
any of the following: 

(1) Direct fishing effort toward the 
harvest of swordfish (Xiphias gladius) 
using longline gear deployed on the 
high seas of the Pacific Ocean west of 
150° W. long. and north of the equator 
(0° lat.). 

(2) Possess a light stick on board a 
longline vessel on the high seas of the 
Pacific Ocean west of 150° W. long. 

north of the equator. A light stick as 
used in this paragraph is any type of 
light emitting device, including any 
fluorescent glow bead, chemical, or 
electrically powered light that is af-
fixed underwater to the longline gear. 

(3) An operator of a longline vessel 
subject to this section may land or pos-
sess no more than 10 swordfish from a 
fishing trip where any part of the trip 
included fishing west of 150° W. long. 
and north of the equator (0° N. lat.). 

(4) Fail to employ basket-style 
longline gear such that the mainline is 
deployed slack when fishing on the 
high seas of the Pacific Ocean west of 
150° W. long. north of the equator. 

(5) When a conventional 
monofilament longline is deployed by a 
vessel subject to this section, no fewer 
than 15 branch lines may be set be-
tween any two floats. Vessel operators 
using basket-style longline gear must 
set a minimum of 10 branch lines be-
tween any 2 floats when fishing in wa-
ters west of 150° W. long. north of the 
equator. 

(6) Longline gear deployed by a vessel 
subject to this section must be de-
ployed such that the deepest point of 
the main longline between any two 
floats, i.e., the deepest point in each 
sag of the main line, is at a depth 
greater than 100 m (328.1 ft or 54.6 fm) 
below the sea surface. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 660.721 Recreational fishing bag lim-
its. 

This section applies to recreational 
fishing for HMS management unit spe-
cies in the U.S. EEZ off the coast of 
California, Oregon, and Washington 
and in the adjacent high seas areas. In 
addition to individual fishermen, the 
operator of a vessel that fishes in the 
EEZ is responsible for ensuring that 
the bag limits of this section are not 
exceeded. The bag limits of this section 
apply on the basis of each 24-hour pe-
riod at sea, regardless of the number of 
trips per day. The provisions of this 
section do not authorize any person to 
take more than one daily bag limit of 
fishing during one calendar day. Fed-
eral recreational HMS regulations are 
not intended to supersede any more re-
strictive state recreational HMS regu-
lations relating to federally-managed 
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HMS. The bag limits include fish taken 
in both state and Federal waters. 

(a) Albacore Tuna Daily Bag Limit. Ex-
cept pursuant to a multi-day posses-
sion permit referenced in paragraph (c) 
of this section, a recreational fisher-
man may take or retain no more than: 

(1) Ten albacore tuna if any part of 
the fishing trip occurs in the U.S. EEZ 
south of a line running due west true 
from 34°27′ N. latitude (at Point Con-
ception, Santa Barbara County) to the 
U.S.-Mexico border. 

(2) Twenty-five albacore tuna if any 
part of the fishing trip occurs in the 
U.S. EEZ north of a line running due 
west true from 34°27′ N. latitude (at 
Point Conception, Santa Barbara Coun-
ty) to the California-Oregon border. 

(b) Bluefin Tuna Daily Bag Limit. A 
recreational fisherman may take or re-
tain no more than 10 bluefin tuna in 
the U.S. EEZ off the coast of Cali-
fornia. 

(c) Possession Limits. If the State of 
California requires a multi-day posses-
sion permit for albacore or bluefin tuna 
harvested by a recreational fishing ves-
sel and landed in California, aggre-
gating daily trip limits for multi-day 
trips would be deemed consistent with 
Federal law. 

(d) Boat Limits Off the coast of Cali-
fornia, boat limits apply, whereby each 
fisherman aboard a vessel may con-
tinue to use recreational angling gear 
until the combined daily limits of HMS 
for all licensed and juvenile anglers 
aboard has been attained (additional 
state restrictions on boat limits may 
apply). Unless otherwise prohibited, 
when two or more persons are angling 
for HMS species aboard a vessel in the 
EEZ, fishing may continue until boat 
limits are reached. 

[72 FR 58259, Oct. 15, 2007] 
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